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In his History of Western Philosophy, Bertrand Russell wrote famously:

“Philosophers are both effects and causes: effects of their social circumstances and of th
e politics and institutions of their time; causes (if they are fortunate) of beliefs which mould
the politics and institutions of later ages.” In this course we will, following Russell’s convi

ction that nothing can be created ex nihilo, examine the postmodernist modes of thought th

at have emerged in the aftermath of Nietzsche’s declaration of the death of God. The readin
gs will be drawn selectively from Friedrich Nietzsche, Karl Marx, Alfred N. Whitehead, Mart
in Heidegger, Michel Foucault, Edward Said, Shulamith Firestone, and Luce Irigaray.
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To advance the understanding of a number of significant (and difficult) theoretical texts whi
le thinking about what relations exist between the different intellectual projects that we call
theory or thought (postmodernity, dialectic materialism, postcolonialism, gender studies, an
d ecocriticism are only a few) deeply enmeshed in the history of Western culture.

Course Goals

Projected Result
S
* Related Assignment: 10-Minute Presentation in English
Percentage of th
e original langua

*xGiven the distinct nature of humanities, translations of key quotes will be provided in Kor
ge classes(%)

ean for each text.
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Syllabus
Times Lecture Topic Lecture Goals Lecture Methods Assignments
’ ;);):;Singnentanon & Syllabus 2| EolsE4ol
5 What is Thought or Philosophy? 2to| Eo|e ool
Why need it? ' '
Plato and the Origin of Western
3 Thought: “The Allegory of the C U EQEESTY,
ave”
4 Nietzsche, "On Truth and Lying 210 EojE =20
in an Extra—Moral Sense” ' '
Karl Marx, Selections from Econ
5 omic and Philosophic Manuscri 2to| EojE=4o
pts of 1844 & “Theses on Feuer ’ ’
bach”
6 Martin Heidegger, Letter on Hu 2| Eojs=4ol
manism” in Basic Writings
. Michel Foucault, "Docile Bodie 210 EojEZ 4o
s” in Discipline and Punish ’ ’
8 Midterm Exam
9 Alfred N. Whitehead, from The F 20| EojEmael
unction of Reason
10 Edward Said, from Orientalism Uo| ESEEZLH,
1. Shulamith Firestone, from The
Dialectic of Sex
11 zol, EQEESY,

2. Luce lIrigaray, “The Culture of
Difference” in Je, tu, nous
Timothy Morton, from The Ecolo

12 Zo|, EQEESY,
gical Thought e

13 Presentations 1 ESEESTY,
14 Presentations 2 EolEE249]
15 Final Take—Home Essay Exam
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ce Description Percentage Details
1 Mid—tem Exam 0%
2 Final-exam 60%
3 Pop Quizzes 0%
4 Assignments 0%
5 Reports 0%
6 Presentations & Discussions 20%
7 Attendance 10%
8 0%
9 Others 10%
All 100%
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Memo

1. All essays and selections in PDF format will be made available at e-Learning campus.

2. This syllabus is subject to further change or revision to maximize the course objective as well as to accommoda
te the needs of class members. Necessary revisions will be announced in class during the first week of the seme
ster.

3. There will be two exams throughout the semester, and more detailed information will be provided in class during
the first week of the semester.

4.Given the distinct nature of humanities, translations of key quotes will be provided in Korean for each text.
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